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place along with him one evening. The acceptance 
towards evening changed into negative… But, to my 
surprise, Fr.Vineeth smiled and replied:“It is alright” 
and went on with his work. 

That simple phrase surprised me of his goodness 
of accepting any situation that came across positively. 
Even after that simple incident, Father never gave me a 
glimpse of ignoring or even showing a shade of anger 
for my behaviour on the previous day. 

A noble personality, who can smile at other’s mis-
takes, has only multiplied his blessings and prayers 
from heaven. His motivating seminars had influenced 
the audience with positive reinforcement which made 
the entire week remarkable and memorable. 

Beautiful is his soul which has ascended into 
heaven to sing the unceasing glories along with the 
hosts of archangels and cherubs. May his soul rest in 
Jesus’ arms!

It was in 1968, as I was in the 
Juniorate (Ampazhakad) that 
I met Rev. Fr Francis Vineeth, 

then known as Fr Francis Va-
dakethala, for the first time. He 
gave us the juniors a spiritual/
theological talk. One new in-
sight from his talk impressed 
me then so much that I remem-
bered it ever since, and even 
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now, that is, even after 53 years! Fr Vineeth spoke to 
us then about the work of redemption wrought by 
Jesus Christ. He used the following analogy. He said, it 
was like a musical director (conductor), when the first 
violin in a concert, unfortunately strikes a false note, 
composes on the spot a new concert that begins with 
this false note that has been played! This note thus 
did not become false any more, but the first note of the 
new symphony! Similarly, God turned the false note 
of the sin of our first parents into the first note of the 
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new creation/symphony in Jesus Christ. This inspiring 
thought has been accompanying me since then. Later 
when I came across the words of St Augustine, who 
spoke of the “fortunate fault” (“felix culpa”) of Adam 
that brought us a wonderful Redeemer Jesus Christ, I 
thought of what Fr Vineeth told us then.

After many years during my higher studies in the-
ology in Austria and Germany I had the opportunity to 
be befriended with the late German family Geschwister 
Riebesecker in Bavaria through Rev. Fr Norbert Edat-
tukaran. This was a family of three pious women be-
longing to the (lay) Third Order of Franciscans, two 
siblings Theresa and Marianne, and their niece Liesel-
otte Ponnath, who were running a textile shop. This 
family was a great benefactor of our congregation; they 
have sponsored many of our seminarians and projects. 
It was Fr Vineeth, through whom this family made the 
first contact with our congregation. The acquaintance 
began at the famous Bavarian Marian shrine in Altoet-
ting, a well-known pilgrim centre in South Germany. 
Fr Vineeth was spending a few days there in retreat. 
This contact and friendship between Fr Vineeth and 
this family paved the way for a longstanding relation-
ship with our congregation. The greatness and spiri-
tuality of Fr Vineeth are manifested in that he did not 

keep this acquaintance and connection only for him-
self, but shared it with many of our confreres, who had 
been in Europe then. This was according to me an au-
thentic spirituality in the spirit of the vow of poverty, a 
spirituality of sharing with others whatever you have, 
not only money but also all the wealth and resources 
of know-how, knowledge and information, power, ac-
quaintance and influence! Family Riebesecker always 
spoke of “Pater Vineeth” in great love, respect and ap-
preciation. 

My close contact with Fr Vineeth began while I 
was at DVK (Bangalore) as a member of the teaching 
staff from 1985. Later I had the pleasant opportunity to 
work with him closely as the Registrar, while he was 
the elected President of DVK for a term of three years. 
Working with him was very smooth, relaxing and en-
lightening. He respected each member of the team and 
considered our opinions and suggestions with due se-
riousness. I had also occasional discussions with him 
on philosophical and theological subjects. He enlight-
ened me on many things, especially Heidegger’s phi-
losophy of being and Husserl’s phenomenology. My 
Austrian friend Univ. Professor Dr Otto Koenig, who 
visited India several times, was very much inspired by 
the vision and insights of Fr Vineeth and invited him 
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to the University of Graz (Austria) for guest lectures 
on matters related to Indian philosophy and spiritual-
ity. Fr Vineeth could inspire the student body with his 
erudite talks. All who stayed at his ashram Vidyava-
nam, which he started in Bangalore after retirement, 
spoke to me in great appreciation of it. Among them 

were also people from Germany and Austria. What 
I appreciate most in Fr Vineeth is his simplicity and 
approachability combined with original thinking that 
has well digested both the Indian and Western philo-
sophical and spiritual insights and that he tried to in-
tegrate academics with spirituality!

Thomas Thottungal CMI,  USA

¦V×ÍÞøÄ Ø¢ØíµÞø ÆÞVÖÈßµ 
ÄÏßÜâKßÏ ÕßÈàÄºîæa ÄÈÄÞÏ 
¦icÞvßµ èÈÉáÃcÕá¢, ¦VdÆ 
ÄÏá¢, ¦Íß¼ÞÄcÕá¢ §Ká¢ ®Kß 
æÜ ÎÞÏÞJ ØíÎøÃµ{ÞÏß ÈßÜ 
æµÞUáKá. 2000_2002 µÞÜ¸G 
JßÜÞÃí ¾ÞX ®æa ÉìçøÞ 
ÙßÄcJßæÜ ¦ÆcdÉÕVJÈçÎ¶ 
ÜÏÞÏ ¥çgÙ¢ ØíÅÞÉßºî µVÃÞ 
¿µ æÌHÞV¸GÏßæÜ ÕßÆcÞÕÈ¢ 
¦dÖÎJßæÜJáKÄí. 

ÉáøÞÄÈ «×ßÕøczÞV ÄÜÎáùµ{ßÜâæ¿ èµÎÞùßÏ 
Õß¼í¾ÞÈÕá¢, Ø¢ØíµÞøÕá¢, ÆVÖÈºßLÏá¢ ©ZæµÞI 
¦V×ÍÞøÄ Ø¢ØíµÞø¢ ®æKÏá¢ ¦ ÈÞ{áµ{ßW Õ{æø 
çÏæù ØíÉVÖßºîßGáIÞÏßøáKá. 

ÍÞøÄØ¢ØíµÞøJßÜâKßÏ ¦vØÞfÞÄíAÞø¢

dÖÕÃ¢,åÎÈÈ¢, ÈßÆßicÞØÈ¢ ®KßÕÏßÜâæ¿ çÈ¿ßÏ 
¥ÈáÍÕ øâÉJßÜáU Õß¼í¾ÞÈ¢æµÞIí ÎÞdÄçÎ ¥ÙCÞø¢ 
ÈÖßºîí ÉøÎÞÈw¢ çÈ¿ÞÈÞµâ ®K ¼í¾ÞÈ çÏÞ·ØâdÄ¢ 
®Ká¢ ®æa µVHÉ¿B{ßW ¥ÜÏ¿ßAáKá. ÕßÈàÄºîæÈ 
Ïá¢ Õ{æøçÏæùØíÉVÖßºîßGáU ²øáÆÞVÖÈßµ ØâµñÎÞÃßæÄ 
Ká ¾ÞX ³VAáKá. 

dÖÕÃ¢, ÎÈÈ¢, ÈßÆßicÞØÈ¢, Íµñß, ¼í¾ÞÈ¢, µVN¢ 
§ÕæÏÜïÞ¢ ØÎ¼í¾ØÎÞÏß ©ZæAÞUßºîáæµÞIí Èß×íµÞÎ 
µVNJßÜâæ¿ ÎÞÄãµÞÉøÎÞÏß ¼àÕßºîáµÞÃßºî ÈNáæ¿ 
ÉøßÖái µÈcµÞÎùßÏçJÞ¿í ¥çgÙJßÈá Õ{æø ¥¿áJ 
ÍµñßÏÞÏßøáKá. 

²øá ÆßÕØ¢ ÄßøæAÞÝßE ØÞÏÞ JßW ÌHÞV¸Gí 
ÈÞ×ÃW ÉÞVAßÈ¿áJáU dÉÇÞÈÕàÅßÏßW Õºîí ¥çgÙ 
JßÈá ÄØíAøzÞøßW ÈßKí ¦dµÎÃ¢ çÈøßç¿IßÕK 
çMÞZåµÏîßÜáIÞÏßøáK ¼ÉÎÞÜÏßÜáU ÖøÃJÞÜá¢ 
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